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CATAWBA, MCGUIRE

Nuclear foes cite risk of attacks

Licensing board hearsarguments against20-year extensions
By BRUCE HENDERSON

Opponents of 20-year license extensions for the two Charlotte-area
nuclear plants on Wednesday raised the possibility of terrorist attacks in
a meeting with a federal licensing board.

Since Sept. 11, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission has begun a top-to-
bottom review of security at all 103 of the nation's nuclear reactors. The
commission also suspended exercises that measure the ability of
nuclear plants to repel terrorist attacks.

The Nuclear Information and Resource Service, an anti-nuclear group,
says the Catawba and McGuire nuclear plants near Charlotte deserve
special scrutiny. Duke Power wants to extend the plants' operating
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opposition to the license extensions. The three-member board will
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Her group also claims that Duke's planned use of a plutonium blend of
fuel at McGuire and Catawba, beginning in 2007, should be considered
during license renewal. Those would become the first U.S. nuclear
plants to use fuel that contains surplus weapons plutonium.

Duke Power insists questions about the mixed-oxide fuel should be
handled separately. Duke plans to begin seeking permission in March to
use test batches of the new fuel. An application for production use of
the fuel would be filed in late 2003 or early 2004.

Opponents may raise any questions about mixed-oxide fuel when the
utility files applications to use it, Duke said.

The Nuclear Information and Research Service also raised questions
about the effects of age, stress and metal fatigue when reactors
originally licensed for 40 years are pressed into service for 60.

Duke said those issues are covered by a system of inspections and
programs meant to detect aging components.
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