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Government Plans Stricter Nuclear Plant

Security
Tue Feb 12, 7:47 PM ET

By Chris Baltimore

WASHINGTON (Reuters) - The U.S. government is expected to
soon order the nation's 103 nuclear power plants to improve
security against potential attacks like the hijacked planes flown
into the World Trade Center, an industry group said on Tuesday.

Audio/Video The Nuclear Regulatory Commission will
FBI Warms of Possible 500N notify power plant operators to
Terror Attack (AP) upgrgde security yelated to employees,
training and physical barriers around
plants, said the Nuclear Energy Institute, the industry's main
lobbying group.

For security reasons, the regulatory agency is not expected to
disclose specific modifications, the trade group said in a
statement. The NRC had no comment.

Osama bin Laden (news - web sites) and his al Qaeda network
have been blamed for the Sept. 11 hijacked plane attacks that
felled the World Trade Center and punched a hole in the Pentagon
(news - web sites).

U.S. officials are concerned the network could be plotting a
second airline attack, this time on a nuclear power plant.

"The required security refinements come in the general areas of
personnel, training and additional physical safety barriers," the
group said. A spokesman declined to elaborate on the kinds of
added security to be ordered by the government.

The announcement got a cautious welcome from Democratic Rep.

Edward Markey of Massachusetts, a long-time critic of the nuclear -

industry on safety grounds.

"I am surprised to hear about potential upgrades to nuclear reactor
security from the nuclear industry rather than from the
government agency charged with overseeing it," Markey said in a
statement.

Nuclear safety and activist groups have urged the Bush
administration to adopt stricter measures, such as military guards
at nuclear power plants and rigorous employee screening. They
say nuclear plants are vulnerable to a Boeing 767 strike at full
speed, even with concrete walls over four feet thick.

"Our sense today is that these plants are sitting ducks," said Paul
Leventhal, president of watchdog group Nuclear Control Institute.

Last week, Tom Ridge, director of the White House Homeland
Security office, said U.S. security agencies were considering
"bricks and mortar adjustments" to the nation's 103 nuclear power
plants to guard against a possible airline attack.

The NRC placed all U.S. plants on heightened alert immediately
after the September attacks and began reviewing its security
guidelines.

Current NRC guidelines do not require nuclear plants to prepare
for an airplane threat, and instead focus on scenarios involving
ground attacks.

https://web.archive.org/web/20031027182454/http://www.nci.org/02/02f/13-11.htm
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After the Sept. 11 attacks, NRC Chairman Richard Meserve
ordered a complete review of security measures.

Leventhal characterized the review as a "topless to bottomless
review," saying it is "meaningless and infinite in its scope."

His group is calling for U.S. military special forces troops to guard
nuclear plants, along with anti-aircraft batteries on site to shoot
down aircraft if other protective attempts fail.

Ralph Beedle, the industry group's chief nuclear officer, said U.S.
plants already have tight security.

"The nuclear energy industry continues to do everything we can to
improve security preparedness at the nation's nuclear plants,"
Beedle said.

Email this story - View most popular | Printer-friendly format

Politics Tools

Elected Officials
Enter Your ZIP Code:

Politics Extras

Letters To Leaders - The
pulse of the nation
Federal Agencies -
Cabinet officials,
departments and

Go agencies

or Search by State

Issues & Action
Select An Issue Area:
Select Issue Area ¥

‘GO

Links and services provided by Capitol Advantage.

News Resources

& Message Boards: Post/Read Msgs (3 msg Feb 12, 6:06 PM ET)
_ My Yahoo!: Add Politics to My Yahoo!

“I News Alerts: terrorist terrorism world trade center osama |

Pentagon | Osama bin Laden
More Alerts: News Bulletins, News, Mobile, Stocks

ADVERTISEMENT
Weekly Specials

- Health Insurance-compare & shop online
- Rent all the DVDs you want, $20 a month- Try FREE!

- Get The New York Times delivered right to your door - Click
Here

- Access Your PC from Anywhere - Free Download

- Quick, detailed Life Insurance quotes.

- Get your tax refund - fast! - using TurboTax® on Yahoo!
Finance

- FREE credit report & trial membership!

- $8.95 Domain Name Registrations & Transfers

News Search

Yahoo! News - Government Plans Stricter Nuclear Plant Security

commentary, and more. From
JURIST, at the University of
Pittsburgh School of Law.

More...
Magazine Articles

- Afghans are still dying as air

strikes go on. But no one is
counting - The Guardian
(UK). (Feb 11,2002)

- $75 Million of Stuff -

Newsweek (Feb 11,2002)

- Courage ofthe Morning -

Amnesty Now (Feb 11,2002)

- Terror's Little Helpers - Time

Magazine (Feb 11,2002)

- Grieving dad takes journey

of revelation - Sacramento
Bee (Feb 11,2002)

More...
Photos

+ Yahoo! News Photo Gallery

- New York Times: Windows

on the World

- New Yorker: Ground Zero

More...
Audio

- U.S. Remains on Highest

Alert After FBI Terror
Warning - NPR (Feb 12,
2002)

-+ CIA Chief Warns of

Continued al Qaeda Terror
Threat - NPR (Feb 6,2002)

More...

Video

- FBI Warns of Possible Terror

Attack - AP Video (Feb 12,
2002)

- Olympic Officials Heed

Terror Alert - AP Video (Feb
12,2002)

- Europe balks at 'axis of evil'

talk - CNN (Feb 11, 2002)

More...

| Search | Advanced

Search: '® Stories Photos

Audio/Video

Full Coverage

Copyright © 2002 Reuters Limited. All rights reserved. Republication or redistribution of Reuters content is expressly prohibited without
the prior written consent of Reuters. Reuters shall not be liable for any errors or delays in the content, or for any actions taken in reliance

thereon.

Copyright © 2002 Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
Questions or Comments

Privacy Policy - Terms of Service

https://web.archive.org/web/20031027182454/http://www.nci.org/02/02f/13-11.htm



