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Nuclear commission to
issue formal rules for
power plant security

By Deborah Circelli, Palm Beach Post Staff
Writer
Wednesday, February 20, 2002
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The Nuclear Regulatory Commission is
preparing to issue formal orders requiring
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tighter security at the nation's nuclear
plants.

NRC spokesman Victor Dricks said the federal agency, citing
security reasons, cannot disclose the details of the orders, but did
say some of the demands are new. Generally speaking, the orders
cover access to the plant, stricter training for guards, a greater
distance between the plant and vehicle search areas and increased
coordination on the part of local, state and federal agencies, he
said.

"The high-level threat environment has persisted longer than
expected," Dricks said Tuesday, explaining the NRC's move.

The orders will be issued in the coming weeks to the nation's 103
reactors, which include Florida Power & Light Co.'s four reactors in
St. Lucie and Miami-Dade counties. No specific date was given.

FPL officials said Tuesday the company believes it has had many of
the new requirements in place since the Sept. 11 terror attacks on
New York and Washington.

"FPL has already incorporated many of these security measures
into our program," spokeswoman Rachel Scott said.

Meanwhile, a nuclear advocacy group said the NRC orders would
amount only to formalizing the recommendations it has made over
the past five months.

"It's not good enough, in our opinion," said Ed Lyman, scientific
director of the Washington, D.C.-based Nuclear Control Institute,
which supports having military forces stand watch at nuclear
plants. "It's just tinkering around the edges. It's not dealing with
the fundamental, systemic problems with reactor security that
exists today."

The NRC and the Federal Emergency Management Agency will

evaluate FPL's disaster response today during the company's annual

drill at the St. Lucie Nuclear Plant on Hutchinson Island. The drill,
which measures how the plant would respond in case of an event
such as a leak of radioactive steam, involves hundreds of

employees as well as state and county law enforcement agencies.

But Lyman said the NRC needs to go back to having attack drills at
nuclear sites, which were suspended after Sept. 11. The attack
drills used simulated events such as an armed invasion to test
plant security. Roger Hannah, an Atlanta-based NRC spokesman,
said the NRC will return to the attack drills sometime in the future.

"It's more important than ever to make sure the measures they
are proposing are adequate," Lyman said.

deborah circelli@pbpost.com
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