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Ambassador: Pakistani nuclear secrets are
safe

Scientist did not share secrets with al Qaeda, she says

March 3, 2002 Posted: 5:31 PM EST (2231 GMT)

WASHINGTON (CNN) -- A Pakistani
nuclear scientist suspected of being
linked to Osama bin Laden could not
have passed on nuclear secrets to al
Qaeda, Pakistan's ambassador to the
United States said Sunday.

Ambassador Maleeha Lodhi disputed a
report in Sunday's Washington Post that
identified Bashir uddin Mahmood as a
past chairman of the Pakistan Atomic
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Lodhi: Al Qaeda's "desperate search" for o
nuclear weapons failed. Energy Commission.

Lodhi said Mahmood did not have the
GE sAVETHIS G EMAILTHIS knowledge of or access to sensitive
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"He was a very junior official in our
nuclear establishment and therefore would never have the kind of knowledge or
capability to frankly share or impart to anybody," Lodhi said on CNN's "Late
Edition with Wolf Blitzer."

Pakistan has had no incidents of nuclear theft, leakage of nuclear material or
unauthorized access to nuclear research, the ambassador said.

Pakistani authorities arrested Mahmood and Abdul Majeed, one of his former
colleagues on the commission, on October 23 because of suspected links to al
Qaeda and the Taliban.
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to be placed under house arrest the following
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retired from Pakistan's nuclear program in 1999. |VIDEO/AUDIO
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Lodhi said she did not know whether, as the Post
reported, Mahmood failed a half-dozen lie
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Pakistani government officials said the two men

met bin Laden twice during trips to Afghanistan Afghan retumees
on behalf of their charity organization. The u Afghan liberation called top
group, Ummah Tammer-¢ Nau, helped farmers human rights triumph
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and students.

Documents found last January at Kabul's RESOURCES

Intercontinental Hotel showed plans by the = On the Scene: Connie Chung:
. .. . Pearl forced to read

charity to explore the mining of minerals such as propaganda

uranium, expand an artificial limb factory and set
up a bank with Barakat General Trading and
Contracting Co., which is on the U.S. list of groups suspected of aiding
terrorists.

The documents were among a host of materials found by media outlets and U.S.
and allied authorities indicating al Qaeda had plans to develop an advanced
weapons program that would include a nuclear device.

The material indicated plans to build "dirty bombs" -- conventional explosives
that disperse radioactive material.

But Pakistani and U.S. officials, including Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld, have said that there is no "hard evidence" al Qaeda actually
possessed weapons of mass destruction.

"The kind of stuff that's been found in Afghanistan leads to the conclusion that
the al Qaeda people were in desperate search for nuclear material, as well as
for weapons of mass destruction, but actually they failed in that quest," Lodhi

said.
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