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Nuclear Waste Poses Its Own 'Dirty' Threat
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Nuclear Waste Poses Its Own 'Dirty' Threat

Low-level nuclear waste is a problem to get rid of, but the more serious
danger is posed by high-level waste.

The recent movement toward finally putting Yucca Mountain in Nevada
into service for storage is long overdue.

The half-life of some of this waste is 5,000 years--meaning it is dangerous
for close to 10,000 years. What if the weather changes and Nevada
becomes a savanna? What if water seepage a thousand years from now lets
a waste stream escape the confines? However, "what if" scenarios are
small potatoes when contrasted with hundreds of temporary storage sites
dispersed all over the country that are vulnerable to theft, poor inventory
controls and tracking practices.

Getting high-level waste into a place where it can be protected and
controlled and constantly inventoried is the first step to avoiding a disaster
far more serious than one that could be caused by a dirty bomb. Even
without a terrorist in the equation, there is the real possibility of
mishandling or an accidental fission accident.

When it comes to all forms of nuclear waste, what can we do to safeguard
our society?

Thanks to Padilla, the first steps in reducing the threat of a dirty bomb are
underway. This involves recognizing and acknowledging the threat,
heightening intelligence gathering, enforcing storage regulations and
border surveillance and developing a plan in case of an emergency event.

As for high-level waste, it is extremely important that we as a nation take
seriously our responsibility to deal with this material. This will require a
strategy to eventually move a large amount of this material from
temporary storage places to permanent secure storage.

Yucca Mountain has been built using billions of taxpayer dollars. It has
been tested and is ready to do its job, yet the NIMBY's and the anti-nuke
crowd keep sowing seeds of doubt.

Padilla might have been enough to cause us all to stop, learn about the
problem and deal with nuclear waste.
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